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Background: 

 

Over the past ten years, the State Education Department has increased the rigor of a high school 

diploma through changes to course, credit, and assessment performance standards.  Recent 

evidence suggests that these diploma standards, although an increase in rigor over what they 

replaced, still do not prepare our students adequately for the demands of college and careers.  

The Board of Regents has determined that it is important to establish and report higher 

aspirational performance measures (APMs) to be used by schools, districts, and parents to better 

inform us on the progress of our students.  Aspirational performance measures were first released 

in June 2012 for the cohort of 2007.  The State Education Department is scheduled to release 

data on Monday, June 17, 2013, related to APMs for the cohort of 2008.  A cohort of students is 

defined as students who enter 9
th

 grade in a specific year.  In this case, the cohort of 2008 

represents students who entered 9
th

 grade in 2008.  The cohort of 2008 graduated for 

accountability purposes by August 2012.  For accountability, the State Education Department 

currently looks at percentages of students in a cohort who score at certain levels in ELA and 

Math (65% or above), and the percentage of students who graduate after four years (August) 

with a local, Regents, or Advanced Designation Regents diploma.  These are the accountability 

data that are currently reported in the New York State Report cards for school districts. 

 

ELA and Math Performance Accountability.  The APMs differ from how SED currently reports 

data.  Currently, successful performance in ELA and Math is the percentage of students who 

scored at or above 65% in the ELA and Math Regents during their high school careers.  The 

APMs represent a higher target and will be reflected by the percentage of students who 

score 75% or above in the ELA Regents and 80% or above in the Math Regents. 

 

Graduation Rates for Accountability.  As well, the graduation rate reported in the Report Cards 

currently includes students who graduated with a local, Regents, or Advanced Designation 

Regents diploma.  The APM represents a higher target, and will be reflected by the 

percentage of students who achieved an Advanced Designation Regents diploma only 

(scoring 65% on required assessments). 

 

Aspirational Performance Measures (APMs) 

 

Cohort of 2008 
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A summary of the changes is noted below: 

 

High School Accountability 

Measure 

Current Level of Performance 

– Meeting Expectations 

Aspirational Performance 

Measure (APM) 

ELA Regents 65% or above 75% or above on ELA Regents 

AND 80% or above on Math 

Regents 
Math Regents 65% or above 

Graduation Rate Percentage of students who 

graduate with local, Regents, and 

Advanced Designation Regents 

diploma, scoring 65% or above 

on required assessments 

Percentage of students who 

graduate with Advanced 

Designation Regents diploma 

only, scoring 65% or above on 

required assessments 

 

To summarize, the release of data on June 17, 2013, relates to students who entered 9
th

 grade in 

2008 (cohort of 2008) and graduated by August 2012.  As noted above, the reported ELA/Math 

APM will be the percentage of this cohort who graduated and earned 75% or greater on the ELA 

Regents and earned 80% or higher on a Math Regents as of June 2012 (not August).  The 

percentage of students in this cohort who graduated after four years with an Advanced 

Designation Regents diploma (scoring 65% or above on Regents required for graduation) will 

also be reported. 

 

Implications: 

 

The Board of Regents is pursuing a plan for the multi-year phase-in of these more rigorous 

student graduation requirements.  Below is a comparison of current reporting for meeting 

expectations and aspirational performance measures for Wheatland-Chili Central School District 

(including out-of-district students), showing data for the 2007 cohort (2011 graduates) and 2008 

cohort (2012 graduates): 

 

Accountability 

Measure 

Current Level of Performance  Aspirational Performance Measure 

(APM) 

2007 Cohort 2008 Cohort 2007 Cohort 2008 Cohort 
Scoring 

65% or 

above 

(Level 

3/4) 

Scoring 

85% or 

above 

(Level 4) 

Scoring 

65% or 

above 

(Level 

3/4) 

Scoring 

85% or 

above 

(Level 4) 

Scoring 75% or above on the ELA 

Regents AND 80% or above on the 

Math Regents 

ELA Regents 89% 58% 95% 48% 
62% 44.8% 

Math Regents 92% 45% 97% 22% 

 

Accountability 

Measure 

Current Level of Performance – 

Meeting Expectations 

Aspirational Performance Measure 

(APM) 

Graduation Rate 

2007 Cohort 2008 Cohort 2007 Cohort 2008 Cohort 

% of students who graduated within four 

years (August) with local, Regents, or 

Advanced Designation Regents diploma, 

scoring 65% or above (Levels 3/4) on 

assessments 

% of students who graduated within four 

years (June) with Advanced Designation 

diploma, scoring 65% or above (Levels 

3/4) on assessments 

91% 93.1% 45% 39.7% 
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Summary of Results: 

 

 Increased percentage of students scoring at 65% or above (Levels 3/4) in ELA from 89% 

for the cohort of 2007 to 95% for the cohort of 2008; 

 Increased percentage of students scoring at 65% or above (Levels 3/4) in Math from 92% 

for the cohort of 2007 to 97% for the cohort of 2008; 

 Increased the percentage of students who graduated within four years (August) with 

local, Regents, or Advanced Designation Regents diploma from 91% for the cohort of 

2007, to 93.1% for the cohort of 2008; 

 Decreased the percentage of students scoring at 85% or above (Level 4 or above) in ELA 

from 58% for the cohort of 2007 to 48% for the cohort of 2008; 

 Decreased the percentage of students scoring at 85% or above (Level 4 or above) in Math 

from 45% for the cohort of 2007 to 22% for the cohort of 2008; 

 Decreased the percentage of students earning an Advanced Designation Regents diploma 

from 45% for the cohort of 2007 to 39.7% for the cohort of 2008; and 

 Decreased the Aspirational Performance Measure from 62% for the cohort of 2007 to 

44.8% for the cohort of 2008. 

 

 

 


